~ EVERY VISITOR IS AN HONORED GUEST~
We would like to WELCOME and THANK YQOU for attendjrservices

with us today. Please fill out the Guest Bookhe toyer so we may ha
a record of your attendance.
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SNEAKING UP ON SINNERS
Mark Lindley

There was a time when book, chapter, and verse preaching was in vogue, and the
church grew rapidly during that time. Those days, however, are no more (at least in
some places), and many believe we need a “new approach.” Their contention is that
we should never preach on anything negative; rather, they say we should accentuate
the positive. Church leaders holding this view want to hire preachers who are “good
mixers,” socialites who can get along with the denominations and please church
members. Preachers accepting positions in such congregations understand their role.
They know that they are not to preach on sin, repentance, baptism,
denominationalism, or any doctrinal matter. They have been hired for one reason—to
make people feel good.

But churches built on feel-good religion offer false hope. Sinners need to know
that they cannot be saved as long as they live in sin. Sin condemns the soul. “For the
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Rom. 6:23). So unless sinners are taught to repent and obey the Gospel, they are
without hope. One preacher was right on target when he said that we cannot “slip up
on the blind side of sinners and make Christians of them unawares.” Yet, many today
are trying to do just that!

Did faithful preachers of the first century depend on this sneaking-up-on-
sinners approach? On the day of Pentecost, Peter convicted the Jews of murder. “Ye
men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as
ye yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain”
(Acts 2:22-23). Stephen accused the Jewish council before whom he stood as being
“stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears” (Acts 7:51). Paul affirmed that he
did not seek to please men (Gal. 1:10). Jesus—yes, Jesus God's Son—condemned
the Pharisees and scribes as “hypocrites” (Matt. 23).

These examples reveal that God’s preachers do not follow the feel-good
approach. Rather, God’s preacher will “preach the Word” (1l Tim. 4:2). Preachers who
faithfully preach God’s Word may offend some people, but failing to preach the Word
will offend the Almighty! Let us stop trying to sneak up on sinners!
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